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The Gordon F. Cheesbrough Research Chair in Family and Community Medicine has been established at 
North York General Hospital (NYGH) to support an outstanding academic individual with a demonstrated track 
record in research excellence relevant to family and community medicine and involving practice based 
research networks. The incumbent will conduct research of a high international standard that is aligned with 
the strategic directions of NYGH and the Department of Family and Community Medicine (DFCM), University 
of Toronto.  
 
NYGH is uniquely positioned to drive new research inquiries in the fields of family medicine and primary care. 
Benefiting from strong research links to the University of Toronto, NYGH is home to one of the largest 
complements of family physicians of any hospital in Canada (400+ physicians), and these physicians have 
broad, comprehensive practices that collectively include obstetrics, palliative care, emergency services, after 
hours care, and surgery. The combination of our clinical strength, academic reputation, and population 
diversity provide us with the opportunity to ask vital questions and derive new insights into the health of 
individuals and populations that will be relevant to clinicians and researchers around the world. 
 
An international search will identify an outstanding clinician-scientist or scientist to fulfil the goals of this 
position. The incumbent will be appointed for a five-year term, renewable, and will hold a full-time academic 
appointment in the DFCM, Faculty of Medicine at the University of Toronto as well as an appointment at 
NYGH.  
 
The overarching goal of the Chair’s work will be to drive interdisciplinary, interprofessional and cross-
institutional research investigations, using robust data, with the goal of enhancing the quality and outcomes of 
care provided at the individual and system level. In addition to pursuing his/her own research agenda, the 
Chair will be a catalyst, creating at NYGH and beyond, a culture where research investigations are a shared 
enterprise, and where clinical leaders, university faculty, and students interested in primary care research will 
be mentored. The Chair will lead local NYGH and North York Family Health Team Research Initiatives 
concurrent to studies led through the University of Toronto’s Practice-Based Research Network. In doing so, 
the Chair will play a leadership role in shaping and directing North York General Hospital’s emerging Academic 
Strategy, helping NYGH to fulfil its aspiration of becoming recognized as Canada’s leading community 
academic hospital.  
 
The DFCM at the University of Toronto is the largest Family Medicine department in North America with almost 
1,200 faculty and 360 Family Medicine residents who serve a diverse patient population estimated at over 1 
million patients. The DFCM is recognized internationally for its clinical, educational and research excellence. Its 
14 teaching units, 4 rural sites and 38 teaching practices are at the forefront of primary care renewal and 
provide an incredible platform for a DFCM-wide Practice-Based Research Network (PBRN). With the PBRN, 
community-based research will become a core part of the DFCM enterprise. It will also help integrate and 
further the objectives of the DFCM’s other key programs, including research, postgraduate and undergraduate 
education, and quality improvement. The Gordon F. Cheesbrough Chair in Family and Community Medicine 
will be the Director of the PBRN. As such, this individual will be expected to play a leading role in the 
development of this major new PBRN, building on the research strengths of the University of Toronto and 
NYGH’s strong track record for system collaboration and primary care integration. 
 
Individuals interested in exploring this opportunity should contact Dr. Donna McRitchie, Vice President of 
Medical & Academic Affairs, North York General Hospital, at 416-756-6120 or  Donna.McRitchie@nygh.on.ca.  
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